WHAT IS CLAIMED IS; 



1 A coin-type IC card reader/wnter which performs processing of 
reading data from a corn-type IC card and wrrtmg data to the corn-type IC 
card while the coin-type IC card is rolling along and passmg through an 
mterior of a coin-type IC card guide path, comprising: 

coin-type IC card distributmg means provided m the coin-type IC 
card guide path, for performing the processmg of readmg data from the 
coin-type IC card and writing data to the coin-type IC card while 
temporarily stoppmg the rolling movement of the coin-type IC card and, 
based on results of the processing, distributing the corn-type IC card to 
another coin-type IC card guide path disposed separately from the first- 
mentioned coin-type IC card guide path. 

2. The corn-type IC card reader/writer accordmg to claim I, wherem 
the coin-type IC card distributing means comprise; 

a shaft tumably supported at one end of the first-mentioned coin- 
type IC card guide path; 

a partition plate secured to a leadmg end surface of the shaft, for 
openmg and closing an upstream end of said another coin-type IC card 
gmde, in conjunction with turning of the shaft; and 
a drive unit for driving the shaft. 

3. The coin-type IC card reader/writer accordmg to claim 1. wherein 
the coin-type IC card distributing means comprise: 

a distributing lever which is provided at one end of the first- 
mentioned coin-type IC card guide path, formed with a gap into which the 
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ecn-type IC card can b; .nserted, and supported so as to be tumab.e .n a 
:;:In.n.Man,estoad.ecUonofadvanceonber«no„ed 

coin-tvpe IC card guide path; . 

bodv that ten^porarUy stops the co.n-type IC card pass.ng 
.Hrous .be inteHo. oftbe f„t.oned co.n.type IC c.^^^^^^^^^^ 
acond,tton Where the eo.n-typeICca.d>s^sertedthtou,b the gaponite 

distributing lever; and 

dnve means for drivng the distributing lever. 

Z!Z2L " 

surface shapes. 

3 The eotn-type IC card reader/wrtter accordntg to cla.m 4, forther 
.omprtstng a tumtng pos.t.on detection sensor provided at a post on 
adjalnt to the distributing lever, for deteetuig turning position of the 
distributing lever. 

, The coin-type IC card reader/writer according to U wherein 
said another eoin-type IC card guide paths comprises a -.y J ^ 

card return path for returning the coin-type IC card. 

, The coin-type IC card reader/writer according to claim I . further 
LprIgcoinImeterdetee.ionmeansprovidedatac.dd^^^^^^^^ 
Jed at a starting end of the first-mentioned coin-type IC card guide 



5 



18 



path, for detecting whether or not diameter of a coin shaped object 
deposited in a card deposit slot has a specific size. 

8 The coin-type IC card reader/writer according to claim 6, further 
comprismg a pos.tionmg rmg provided at a terminal end of the coin-type 
IC card return path, for positioning and supporting the com shaped object 
guided through the IC card return path. 

9 The coin-type IC card reader/writer accordmg to claim 7, further 
comprising a shutter provided in the first-mentioned coin-type IC card 
guide path, for opening and closing the first-mentioned corn-type IC card 
guide path based on detection signals of the coin diameter detection 
means. 
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